As we have seen in module 2, the instructions that make up computer programs are executed sequentially. We have already studied the simplest statements (assignment, input, and output). In this module, we will study more complex statements, often called compound statements. In contrast to simple statements, compound statements can contain other statements as "parts" and can control the sequence in which statements are executed.
In several of the examples that appear in the module, we ask you to "trace" through code that has been written. To trace through code means to systematically write down the value of every variable in the program, at every step, and to understand the relationships (if any) between these variables. You must do this task carefully and literally—the brain has a great capacity for seeing what it wants to see, sometimes, things that are not even there! 
The ability to trace is absolutely essential in analyzing (understanding) and debugging code. We will supply electronic traces for some of the code, but you should always do your own paper-and-pencil traces too. After acquiring a lot of experience, you will find you can do such traces in your head.
[bookmark: I]I. Sequential Statements
If our programs consisted only of statements like the ones we saw in module 2 (assignments, input, and output), there would be no need for a special way to code sequential statements. But if we have statements that can change the sequence of execution (also referred to as flow of control), it becomes necessary to have a special way to ensure the correct sequenced execution of certain groups of statements. 
Grouped statements that are executed sequentially are called blocks. We indicate a block by placing it between braces, { and }. It is customary to indent the statements that form a block, and you will see this in all our code. It is also customary to omit the braces if a block contains just one simple statement. 
A block can contain any kind of statement, from simple assignment statements to any of the other statements that we will be studying in this module. If you carefully study the templates provided for the programming exercises, you will notice that right after the words int main, a block appears that contains the executable statements of the program. Naturally, the statements inside this block are executed sequentially.
To help you avoid a common mistake programmers make when writing sequential statements, look at this programming tip. 
Programming Tip
Forgetting one of the braces that define a block is a common programming mistake. If you decide that you need to create a block of statements, first write both the braces, one below the other, at the proper level of indentation, and then fill in the statements between the braces. This way, you will never forget a brace!
Use the same technique with other constructs that have certain required components: write down the required items first, and then fill in the blanks.
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